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Summary:

The Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA) has published a Mission Progress Report. This 
is the first-of-a-kind document that outlines the progress made against the NDA’s Strategy. 
The Board will receive a presentation from NDA officials on the progress report followed by 
an opportunity to ask questions.

Recommendation:

1. That Members familiarise themselves with the Mission Progress Report and provide any 
comments or queries the Nuclear Sector Development Manager following the meeting.

1. Introduction and Background

1.1. The NDA is required by law to produce an Annual Report and Accounts every year to 
Parliament under obligations outlined in the Energy Act of 2004. Alongside these 
reports, in response to a recommendation by the Public Accounts Committee in 
relation to openness and transparency of the NDA’s progress reporting, on 4th July 
2019 the NDA published a “Mission Progress Report” (“The Report”).

1.2. The Report is Appended to this paper for reference and is available via the following 
link:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nuclear-decommissioning-authority-
mission-progress-report 

1.3. The report is aligned to the NDA’s 4 strategic themes:

 Spent Fuels: to ensure safe, secure and cost-effective lifecycle management of 
spent fuels;

 Nuclear Materials: to ensure safe, secure and cost-effective lifecycle 
management of nuclear materials;

 Integrated Waste Management: to ensure that wastes are managed in a 
manner that protects people and the environment, now and in the future, and 
in ways that comply with government policies and provide value for money;

 Site Decommissioning & Remediation: to decommission and remediate our 
designated sites, and release them for other uses.

1.4. The figures in The Report are correct as of 31st March 2019. As data matures, along 
with the reduction of uncertainty of the inventory and the progression in the lifecycle, 
it will be subject to change.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nuclear-decommissioning-authority-mission-progress-report
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nuclear-decommissioning-authority-mission-progress-report


2. Council Position Statements

2.1. When reading the report, Members are advised to take into consideration the 
Council’s current agreed position statements on relevant matters, noting that these 
are subject to change under a separate agenda item:

2.2. Spent Fuel & Nuclear Materials (SF & NM)

The Council recognises that until such a time as a Geological Disposal Facility, other 
long-term management solution or alternative use is available, Spent Fuel and Nuclear 
Materials must be stored safely and securely. Where this results in consolidated 
storage at Sellafield, the Council expects the NDA and SF & NM producers to mitigate 
any negative consequences for Copeland’s communities and the environment. The 
positive social and economic benefits associated with such developments will be 
proportionate to the critical national service that the Borough continues to provide.

Where the Borough is identified as the recipient location for the management or 
storage of Spent Fuels or Nuclear Materials in the nation’s interest, the Council 
expects that a comprehensive approach will be developed for these receipts, so that 
arrangements for planning authority accountabilities, community acceptance and 
good governance can be properly discharged, and the impacts on the delivery of the 
wider Sellafield mission can be understood.

The Council supports the re-use of plutonium as a key UK asset and endorses the 
Government-led approach to identify proposals to develop facilities for the reuse of 
plutonium in a safe and economically advantageous way. The Council’s view is that 
such facilities should be developed close to the plutonium store in Copeland.

As the taxpayer is due to commit £1bn to a new repackaging facility for this material, 
we are assured that the UK’s plutonium stockpile will be stored safely and securely. 
However, the longevity of the plutonium storage in the absence of a decision about 
disposition is something that we expect the host community to be engaged on.

2.3. Management of Higher Activity Radioactive Waste

Copeland Borough Council supports the NDA’s move to an Integrated Waste 
Management strategy incorporating Low, Intermediate and High-Level Waste, but is 
opposed to the proliferation of nuclear waste disposal sites away from the existing 
nuclear licensed sites across Copeland. The Council will seek to form a view on the 
benefits or otherwise of proposals relating to the Near Surface Disposal (NSD) of 
Intermediate Level Wastes (ILW) and will await further information from the NDA on 
this approach before forming that view.

The Council recognises that until such a time as a GDF or other long-term 
management solution is available, radioactive waste must be stored safely and 
securely. Where this results in consolidated storage at Sellafield, the Council expects 
the NDA and waste producers to mitigate any negative consequences for Copeland’s 
communities and the environment. The positive social and economic benefits 



associated with such developments will be proportionate to the critical national 
service that the Borough continues to provide.

2.4. Site Decommissioning & Remediation: 

Based on the expected publication of the National Narrative on Waste Management 
in the Context of Sustainable Decommissioning and Clean-up, the Council will seek to 
form a view on the benefits or otherwise of proposals relating to the options under 
consideration by the NDA for Site Decommissioning and Remediation.

3. Conclusion

3.1. Members will receive a presentation of The Report by NDA officials, followed by 
opportunity for questions.

3.2. Members are asked to submit any comments or queries to the Nuclear Sector 
Development Manager following the meeting, for inclusion in a formal response to 
the NDA, if required.
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